
VILLAGE OF DOWNERS GROVE
Report for the Village Council Meeting

SUBJECT: SUBMITTED BY:

Openlands Grant: Public Works Rain Garden and Natural Areas
Andy Sikich
Public Works Director

SYNOPSIS

A resolution has been prepared accepting the receipt of a grant from ComEd/Openlands for the installation 
of a rain garden and native plantings at Downers Grove Public Works in the amount of $10,000.00.

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT

The goals for 2021-2023 include Steward of Financial, Environmental and Neighborhood Sustainability and 
Top Quality Infrastructure.

FISCAL IMPACT

The proposed FY22 budget includes funding for the Village’s share of this project in the Stormwater Fund. 

RECOMMENDATION

Approval on the October 5, 2021 consent agenda.

BACKGROUND

A ComEd/Openlands grant for $10,000 was awarded to the Village in July 2021. The grant covers up to 
50% of the cost to convert existing turf grass at the Downers Grove Public Works facility to a rain garden 
with native plantings, educational signage, and flowering accent areas. 

The area will serve as a living exhibit to educate and inspire residents for their own yards. The goal is to 
promote long-term, community-based conservation initiatives with native plants and educational signage 
with high visibility. Additional benefits include improved water and air quality, increased habitat and 
biodiversity, and reduced need for pesticides, herbicides, and mowing.

Additional information including planting list and plans, proposed sign graphics, and more will be 
determined over the next few months and will be presented to the Village Council at a later date. This work 
is expected to take place in spring 2022, and staff anticipates that the total project cost will be just over 
$20,000. 

ATTACHMENTS

Resolution
Grant Award Letter

10/5/202110/5/202110/5/202110/5/2021
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Receipt of Funds Letter
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RESOLUTION NO. ___________

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION 
IN THE COMED GREEN REGION PROGRAM FOR THE 

PUBLIC WORKS RAIN GARDEN AND NATURAL AREAS PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Village of Downers Grove (the “Village”) desires to undertake the 
Public Works Rain Garden and Natural Areas project as part of the 2021 ComEd Green Region 
Program; and

WHEREAS, the Village has applied for and been awarded a grant for the ComEd Green 
Region Program for the purpose of carrying out this project; and

WHEREAS, the Village has received and understands the current ComEd Green Region 
Program Guidelines.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village Council hereby approves this 
project and authorizes acceptance of the grant award from the ComEd Green Region Program in 
the amount of $10,000.00 and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the  Village commits to the expenditure of 
matching funds in the amount of $11,317.40 necessary for the project’s success.

1. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict with the provisions of this 

Resolution are hereby repealed.

2. That this Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage as 

provided by law.

_____________________________                                                   
Mayor

Passed:
Attest: _____________________________
                Village Clerk
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